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In order for a judge to be disqualified from acting in a litigation involving a bank, the judge's 
interest in the case must be of a disqualifying nature. 


In order for a judge to be disqualified from acting in a litigation involving a bank, the judge's 


interest in the case must be of a disqualifying nature.! A judge may be disqualified from acting in 
a litigation affecting a bank by reason of being interested in the bank as a depositor, stockholder, or 


otherwise? although the amount of the judge's deposit is small. Thus, a judge who is a depositor in 
an insolvent bank is disqualified to act in a litigation against a party charged with misappropriating 


funds of the bank,“ in a liquidator's suit for the recovery of moneys allegedly due the bank,’ and 
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in a proceeding to confirm a comptroller's action in holding the bank insolvent and appointing a 


receiver.° On the other hand, the fact that a judge is a customer of,’ a depositor in,® or a debtor of 
a bank does not disqualify the judge from acting in all proceedings affecting the bank. 


While a judge ordinarily is not disqualified from sitting in a case merely because a bank of 


which the judge is a stockholder is a creditor of one of the parties, ° the interest of a judge in 
condemnation proceedings as a stockholder in a bank holding a deed of trust securing an overdue 


note on the property sought to be condemned has been held to disqualify the judge from sitting 


in the proceedings. |! 
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